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Uganda Refugee Crisis Brief
The northern area of Uganda along the borderlands of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Sudan would benefit the most from additional financial and logistical support for refugees. The north is where refugee populations are soaring. Financially, the entire country requires a total of $8.2 billion to support its over one million refugee population (Momodu, 2021). In 2021, the northern parts of Uganda had 854,166 refugees in comparison to 2016 when there were 171,848 refugees recorded. The Ugandan government has yet to fulfil its obligation to fund refugee support; maxing out at 58% of the budget in 2016. (Momodu, 2021). In the south it is important to have English, French, and Arabic speakers for logistical support.
The need to fund initiatives for refugees in the north can be displayed through the city of Adjumani. In 2016 there were only 138,471 refugees from South Sudan, however this city in 2021 has exploded with refugees. In 2021, there were 229,780 refugees from South Sudan and 236 from Sudan along with a few refugees from Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Kenya (United Nations). In 2016 there were only two cities in the north of Uganda with refugee populations, however in 2021 there were a total of seven cities with refugee populations.  
Nakivale and Oruchinga in the south of Uganda need more logistical support as this portfolio of refugees have an array of language needs. As shown in figure 1, there are a wide band of languages and large amounts of refugee populations in Nakivale.
The increased funding for refugees in the north of Uganda will improve the livelihoods by proving funds for education, health, and business start up costs. These rights are all promised by Uganda’s open door refugee policy (Momodu, 2021). 
 Figure 1. Nakivale Refugee Population 
	Country of Origin 
	Refugee Population
	Languages Spoken (source CIA World Fact Book)

	DRC
	71,788
	French (official)

	South Sudan
	224
	English (official)

	Somalia
	13,908
	Somali (official), Arabic (official)

	Rwanda
	10,439
	Kinyarwanda (official), English (official), 

	Burundi
	40,751
	Kirundi (official), French (official), English (official, least spoken),

	Ethiopia
	936
	Oromo (official regional working language), Amharic (official national language)

	Eritrea
	1,745
	Tigrinya (official), Arabic (official), English (official)
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