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A strategy for reducing the United States moderately high Global Peace index (GPI) is working on prison reform and reducing our military footprint at home and abroad. The four driving factors of the United States moderately high Global Peace Index in 2024 are its jailed population, nuclear and heavy weapons, weapons exports and external conflicts which all scored 5/5 on the GPI(1Vision of Humanity, n.d). Because nuclear and heavy weapons, weapon exports and involvement of external conflicts are all semi related to each other, by reducing our military footprint at home and abroad we will affect all categories related to the US military war machine including military expenditure and militarization. Similarly in 2010 the US Peace Index highlights that incarceration is a driving force in a majority of less peaceful states. Spatial patterns exist in the GPI as does scale affect the output of the scores.
By reducing our military footprint at home and abroad we will lower our score in the GPI in 5 out of 23 indicators for peace. As of 2021, the US had about 750 bases in at least 80 countries and 173,000 troops deployed in 159 countries (Hussein and Haddad, 2021). While there has been a reduction of more than 31,000 nuclear weapons in the hay-day of the nuclear arms race to about 5,550 weapons, more efforts need to be made to decrease our nuclear arms moving forward (Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation, n.d). This is in comparison to the US’s northern neighbor Canada, which over-all GPI score is 1.45 with its nuclear weapons score being 1.631(1Vision of Humanity). This is interesting considering Canada does not have any nuclear weapons according to the NTI, a nonprofit global security organization.
Incarceration and our jailed population need to be reformed to improve our global peace index. In 2022, there was an estimated 5,407,300 people in the adult correctional system (Buehler, 2024). Moreover, the rate of persons under community supervision was at 1,400 per 100,000 people (Buehler, 2024). By addressing our growing prison population, the U.S will hopefully become a more peaceful nation. 
Spatial patterns exist when looking at the GPI within the United States and Globally. In the US the more north the state, the more peaceful it scores. Similarly, the north and west are more peaceful in comparison to the east and south. Scale is important because the larger the country, there are likely more criminals and the need to police those criminals. In addition, the larger the country, the larger amount of resources are required to defend that country thus, its military output is likely to be higher. 
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